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If you have recently finished writing a novel, you will, no doubt, want it to be the best it can possibly be. You may have
developed blind spots throughout the course of writing your book, or simply need a fresh pair of eyes to give you a second
opinion on the strengths and weaknesses of your manuscript. Hiring a good book editor opens up the possibility of
collaboration alongside  saving you the time and frustration of revising your work alone.

An experienced editor will quickly rectify any glaring inconsistencies and assess your writing  objectively by suggesting
changes that will hopefully improve your story. These improvements can range from developmental and structural to
grammar and punctuation, all of which increase the chances of eventually producing a polished novel that is
commercially viable and ready for literary agents and publishers to consider.

Editors cannot substitute strong, disciplined writing, achieved through hard work, but they can enlighten the author and
make a detailed list of recommendations that serve only to enhance the quality of a novel. An experienced editor will have
a well-balanced and orderly mind, and one that can apply a sense of perspective and proportion to their work. 

There are many different types of editing alongside specialist genre editors. This can prove invaluable for the authors who
hire them. I have detailed the different types of book editing and how they apply to the services I provide. I hope you gain
some insights from this and learn how each editorial category could help you on your writing journey. 

WHY DO YOU NEED TO
HIRE A BOOK EDITOR?



Developmental and structural story editing is where the editor will attempt to shape the narrative into a cohesive piece of writing. This
includes; plot, structure, pacing, character construction (particularly the protagonist), alongside narrative point of view, past and present
tense and assessing the story’s commercial viability in terms of genre. The best fiction takes the reader on a narrative odyssey where the
author shares with the reader the many experiences of the characters in the book. If the story resonates and leaves a lasting impression,

the more publicity it receives, generating further sales for the author. 
 

 A good editor will work assiduously on your manuscript, so to provide the reader with a clear understanding of a character’s motivations,
their emotions and the high and lows that they go through. Their journey, no doubt, will be full of obstacles to keep the reader rooting for

them. Yet, this will often only happen if behind the writer there is an editor who has structured and paced the story to engage the reader as
the narrative unravels.

 
But who is telling the story? An unreliable narrator perhaps, or one or multiple characters. The narrative point of view intensifies the reader’s

engagement when handled with editorial expertise and clarity. The characters should have powerful voices, and inhabit all kinds of
environments. Developmental editing is where your story is repeatedly and intensively revised so that readers want to keep turning the

pages and remember what they have read.
 

The Comprehensive Edit does all of the above, and you will also recieve a bespoke two to four page critique of your novel.
 

THE COMPREHENSIVE EDIT
Why Choose A Comprehensive Edit And What Does It Offer Authors?



Wording and phrasing in relation to narrative voice, POV, age
and gender of the main protagonist and other characters
Dialogue authenticity: style, flow and tagging
Chapter sequencing: pace and flow
Attention to word repetition
Eradicating clichés and addressing metaphor construction
Character consistency
Told versus shown 
Structure
Spelling, grammar, punctuation and syntax

THE COMPREHENSIVE EDIT
An in-depth line-by-line edit of the full manuscript
which will aim to highlight:

The price is determined by the word count, and the editorial format used is Microsoft Word Tracking.
The standard book editing price is £12.50 per 1000 words.



Shelley was an indispensable help
when I was editing my book for my
agent. She gave me an insightful

overview of where the book needed to
be taken and then provided great

encouragement and excellent
feedback as I revised the manuscript
chapter by chapter. Her enthusiasm
and support were second to none.

KATE SCOTT
BOYS IN TIGHTS

TESTIMONIAL



The Mini-Comprehensive offers all that The Comprehensive Edit offers, but on a micro scale and set budget. This means that I
shall still look at the bigger picture of a manuscript, in terms of developmental and structural editing, but on a condensed

scale. This edit incorporates assessing character constructions, point of view, dialogue and fluidity alongside chapter
sequencing, time lapses, shown over told and addressing word repetition, grammar and punctuation whilst making the author
aware of clichés and stereotypes. This is an extremely useful edit that can expertly pinpoint your strengths and weaknesses in

the first 10,000 words, and therefore transform your writing from a novice piece of work to a professional narrative.
 

This service is ideal for small budgets and big ambitions, and is particularly useful for authors who wish to make a lasting
impression on literary agents, as their assessment of a manuscript is often based solely on the first three chapters of a novel. If

you want to avoid sitting on the literary agent slush pile, and increase your chances of being signed, then the Mini
Comprehensive is the best way for you to get started. 

 
This bespoke service will give you crucial editorial feedback at an affordable price and also comes with a written critique of

your novel.
 

THE MINI-COMPREHENSIVE EDIT
Why Choose The Mini Comprehensive Edit And How Can It Benefit Writers?



This service has a set price.
The editorial format used is Microsoft Word Tracking.

Wording and phrasing in relation to narrative voice, POV, age
and gender of the main protagonist and other characters
Dialogue authenticity: style, flow and tagging
Chapter Sequencing: pace and flow
 Word repetition
Possible clichés and metaphor construction
Character Consistency
Told versus shown 
Structure
Spelling, grammar, punctuation and syntax
A bespoke one to two page critique of your manuscript.

THE MINI-COMPREHENSIVE EDIT
The Mini Comprehensive (the first 10,000 words of a
manuscript) includes an assessment of:



“Working with Shelley was a wholly positive experience for me."

Her input included single line edits, helping me to a better understanding of my
characters, highlighting inconsistencies in character and plot, and pointing out phrases
which just sounded clunky or plain wrong! She seemed to really understand what I was
aiming at with my story, and helped to pull out the drama and emotions. She did not hand
me the answers to problems, but expected me to find them within me, and within the story
itself. This was very empowering.
 
All of these things have helped me to write a much better book and made me more
aware as a writer.
 
But aside from Shelley’s keen eye and literary know how, it was lovely working with her
because she really seemed to understand the emotional side of being a writer. I
appreciated her perspective and looked forward to her constructive, insightful and
encouraging feedback. I always had the feeling that she cared, and that I mattered, and
that made me feel good about my writing.
 
I would wholeheartedly recommend her services to anyone who has a desire to
improve.”

WENDY STORER
BRING ME SUNSHINE

TESTIMONIAL



THE PRE-PUBLICATION PROOFREAD EDIT

WHY DOES A MANUSCRIPT NEED TO BE PROOFREAD?
If you have reached the point where you need your manuscript proofread, the chances are, you have already undertaken
several edits to perfect what you have written.

Proofreading is the final stage where any errors and layout problems are corrected so that the book is pitch perfect for
publication. Since editors (and not algorithms) are applying their
expertise to the book, it’s unusual for a book to get to the pre-publication stage without a few errors still remaining. 

During the previous rounds of editing, new errors might have been introduced. After all, editors are only human! The design
process can cause issues too. Some elements of the book (a heading, a paragraph, a footnote) might be formatted
inconsistently and incorrectly. These can include indents, line spaces, end-of-line wordbreaks, page-number chronology,
running heads and alignment. Proofreading is the final phase of editing before the book is given the green light for
publication. 

My Pre-Publication Proofread will ensure your manuscript is transformed into a professional book that has quality-control
guaranteed publishing viability.



A line – by – line structural assessment
Correction of grammar and punctuation
An analysis of consistency of character
An assessment of consistency of plot
Chapter Sequencing
Line Spaces
Indents
Page-number
Chronology
Running Heads
Alignment 

The price is determined by the word count, and the editorial format used is Microsoft Word Tracking.
The standard book editing price is £12.50 per 1000 words.

THE PRE-PUBLICATION INCLUDES



Thanks to Shelley’s incisive, perceptive edit of my
debut novel I was signed by an agent and secured
a three book deal with Simon and Schuster, with a
very lucrative advance.  The book then went on to

be shortlisted for the 2013 Costa Children’s award.  I
cannot recommend Shelley highly enough as an

editor and I feel extremely fortunate to have worked
with her at such a pivotal stage in my career.

 
SARAH NAUGHTON, 

COSTA SHORTLISTED NOVELIST
THE HANGED MAN RISES

TESTIMONIAL



THE AGENT SUBMISSION SERVICE
 WHAT IS THE AGENT SUBMISSION SERVICE AND HOW CAN IT HELP YOU GET PUBLISHED?
 

If you have contacted me about this service, your manuscript has most likely gone
through several stages of editing from developmental and structural to a quality control
proofread. There are literally hundreds of agents who are all eager to read a manuscript

that has been expertly edited. Most agents receive around 10,000 manuscripts a year
and have a critical eye for spotting a narrative that truly excites them. So how can I help

you achieve your goal of standing out from the slush pile?
 

After working as a Submissions and Developmental Editor at the Eve White Agency, I have
first-hand experience of what makes agents tick, and understand what will motivate

them to contact you, and ask to see your full manuscript. More importantly, I know what
they don’t like -  a shabbily prepared submission that does not give them what they

want. In this scenario, your submission will be deleted in seconds rather than minutes.
 

 I will help you choose five literary agents to submit your first three chapters to. I’ll then
carefully research their submission policies and ensure your first three chapters are

editorially pitch-perfect. Once this has been achieved, I will prepare a dynamic personal
biography that speaks to the agents you have chosen, alongside an enticing assimilation

and snapshot description of your novel. I will them make personal contact with the
agents of your choice and submit on your behalf. 

 



THE AGENT SUBMISSION SERVICE
 The Agent Submission Service will increase your chances of gaining agent

representation through my five-step plan:

I will help you choose five Literary Agents to submit your book to

I’ll ensure your first three chapters read like a published novel

I will prepare a dynamic auto-biography that will interest literary agents

I’ll prepare an enticing snapshot assimilation/description of your novel

I can personally contact the agents you have chosen and submit to them on your behalf



I was referred to Shelley by a literary agent who felt that my book needed further editing.  I’d
used literary agencies in the past, with mixed experiences, but Shelley seemed to offer
something different – a truly personal service, rather than a fairly anonymous book report with
little back-up.  Not to mention an expertise in children’s and YA literature that is second to
none.
 
Shelley was amazingly prompt.  Within a week of sending off my manuscript, she returned a
comprehensive set of notes, with both an overview of the book, its strengths and weaknesses,
as well as suggestions for improvement.  In addition, her line-by-line analysis of my prose
helped me to identify habits and quirks I needed to attend to, as well as drawing attention to
where I could further strengthen the narrative and characterization.
 
But above and beyond her skills as an editor and YA lit doctor, Shelley offered a level of
emotional support that proved invaluable.  At a point when I was ready to abandon my book
completely, unable to see a way forward, Shelley’s resolute ‘kick up the backside’ was just
what I needed.  Her faith in the book motivated me to move past the obstacles I’d set up in my
head and forge ahead.  The revision did not actually prove as difficult as I feared, and
undoubtedly made the book a lot stronger – when I resubmitted it to agents, I was lucky
enough to gain considerable interest.

EMMA HAUGHTON
PUBLISHED NOVELIST
NOW YOU SEE ME

TESTIMONIAL



Public Relations is one of the most effective ways to build on a book
marketing strategy and create a solid online reputation and broader

publicity beyond your local base. If done correctly, a well-thought-out PR
campaign can transform the future profitability of an author. Used

properly, PR can give you the ability to get the message out there into a
wider arena and explain why your book is read-worthy and relevant in

what is often a saturated and highly competitive market.
 

As well as being an experienced editor, I am also a trained journalist with
many media contacts and years of experience in gaining valuable PR
exposure for a range of authors. In particular, I gained much needed

publicity across national/ local press and radio for June Taylor and Sarah
Naughton. I have also applied my journalistic skills preparing dynamic

press releases for businesses of all sizes and capabilities which appeared
in well - known publications such as Time Out and The London Evening

Standard.
 

My Book PR service will ensure your novel gets the maximum media
exposure, so you increase your sales and position as an up-and-coming
author and a publishing industry one to watch. I will achieve this by writing
a dynamic and arresting press release around the themes of your book
alongside an enticing author biography of you. Once you have chosen
three relevant media outlets, I will personally contact them and submit

your press release on your behalf.
 

BOOK PR:
GET TARGETED MEDIA ATTENTION

 
How Can Book PR Gain Media Exposure For You?



A dynamic and
eye-catching press

release on the
subject of your

novel
 

A carefully written
and highly enticing
author biography

 

A press release and
author biography to
three media outlets
of your choice and

submitted by me on
your behalf

WHAT THE BOOK PR SERVICE INCLUDES:



Shelley is a tremendously gifted editor.  We first met at the Eve White Literary Agency
and together worked on my YA novel Lovely me, Lovely You.  It was runner-up in the 2011
Times/Chicken House Children's Fiction competition.  
 
My second book, Adult psychological thriller Losing Juliet, was published in November
2016 by HarperCollins.  I know for certain that I would never have got this deal if Shelley
had not been involved in the editing.  Her input was invaluable.
 
Working with her is a joy as she is able to read the author as well as the manuscript. 
 She has a light but thorough touch which helps bring about significant improvement
with each draft.  (Yes there will be more than one!) 
 
Through her influential PR skills and many connections, Shelley has also supported me in
promoting Losing Juliet via social media.  For example, she helped set up an interview
with Liz Green on BBC Radio Leeds.
 
Her goal is to make you into the best writer you can be.  She's lovely, but don't expect
her to go easy on you!

JUNE TAYLOR
PUBLISHED NOVELIST
LOSING JULIET

TESTIMONIAL



If you have recently taken up writing, or held a lifelong passion for the written word, but aren’t sure of your writing capabilities,
then the Sample Edit will most definitely point you in the right direction. 

Whether you want me to assess character construction, plot, themes, genre, dialogue, point of view, format, style, time-lapse
or grammar and punctuation, you can depend on a safe pair hands to quickly and professionally assess what you have

written and help you to discover the strengths and weaknesses of your writing.

I will also write a short critique for you alongside editing your written sample.

This service is only available for a sample of 3000 words or under.

WHAT THE SAMPLE EDIT INCLUDES:

An editorial assessment of 3000 words or under
A mark-up of your written sample

A short critique highlighting the strengths and weaknesses of your writing.

THE SAMPLE EDIT
Why Choose A Sample Edit?

The editorial format used is Microsoft Word Tracking.



THE POWER HOUR: 
YOU HAVE WRITTEN YOUR BOOK… WHAT NOW?

How Can The Power Hour Benefit You?

So, you have gone through several edits and have
now reached a point where you are considering
your options for the next stage of your writing
journey. 

The Power Hour is a specifically designed service
that aims to give guidance and assistance to
authors who have already completed an edit with
me. I have a wealth of experience in publishing and
agenting to assist you through all the various
options that are available, and I will help you build a
coherent plan of action suitable for your literary
ambitions.



Throughout the 60 minutes allocated to this exclusive
Zoom service, we will discuss every possible action,
so you can fulfil your publishing goals. These include:

How to create a strong author profile: Personal bios and teaser
samples.

THE POWER HOUR

Author websites: Who to approach and costing?

Agent submission: Which agents are the right fit?

Traditional publishing routes: Who to approach?

Independent publishing: The Do’s and Don’ts.

Crowdfund publishing: How to win friends and influence people?



LET'S TALK

WEBSITE ADDRESS
www.thebookeditorialexpert.com

EMAIL ADDRESS
shelley@thebookeditorialexpert.com

SHELLEY ROUTLEDGE


